PROGRAMME
& EVENTS
stationxscifi.com

There is no cause
for alarm…

teleprinter hall
All the works of Man will be consumed in the great fire out of which he was
created. But perhaps at the heart of the burning light into which he has thrust
his world, there is a heart that cares more for him, than he has ever cared for himself.
PETER STENNING THE DAY THE EARTH CAUGHT FIRE

HIGH TREASON

THE DAY THE
EARTH CAUGHT FIRE

DIRECTOR Maurice Elvey
STARRING Jameson Thomas, Benita Hume, Basil Gill

UK 1929 • 67 MINS • PG

A Fleet Street journalist (Edward Judd) investigates the world’s
increasingly ferocious weather conditions, and discovers that the
Earth has been knocked off its axis by extensive nuclear testing.
Is the Earth doomed? With strong performances (Leo McKern is a
stand-out), a vivid depiction of the world of newspaper journalism,
and extensive location shooting on the streets of London, Val
Guest delivers one of the best British sci-fi films.
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MONSTERS DARK
CONTINENT

DIRECTOR Val Guest
STARRING Edward Judd, Janet Munro, Leo McKern
UK 1961 • 99 MINS • PG
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An early British science fiction film with a strong political theme,
heavily influenced by Fritz Lang’s Metropolis. Set 10 years into
the future, world peace is threatened when the United States
of Europe comes into conflict with the Empire of the Atlantic
States. War is looking increasingly likely, but the pacifist Peace
League, led by Dr. Seymour, intervenes and desperately attempts
to avert war. It becomes clear that conflict is being orchestrated
by a sinister terrorist group, financed by arms manufacturers,
who blow up a rail tunnel under the English Channel. Spookily
prescient in many ways.

COSMIC VOYAGE

DIRECTOR Vasily Zhuravlyov
STARRING Sergey Komarov, K. Moskalenko,Vassili Gaponenko
DIRECTOR Tom Green

STARRING Johnny Harris, Sam Keeley, Joe Dempsie
UK 2014 • 123 MINS • 15

Directed by Tom Green, the movie is the sequel to the critically
acclaimed MONSTERS, directed by Gareth Edwards (Godzilla).
Set ten years after the events of Monsters, the Infected Zones
have spread worldwide. In the Middle East, soldiers embark on a
life-changing mission through insurgent monster territory. We will
have a post-screening Q&A with Tom Green and we hope a few of
the cast will be on hand.
The film is not released in the UK for a few months and we want
to thank Vertigo Films for letting us preview the movie.

USSR 1935 • 70 MINS

Recently ‘rediscovered’, this fascinating Soviet science fiction
gem is a real surprise. Made with a determined drive for scientific
accuracy and led by Constantin Tsiolkovski, then in his seventies,
the journey or voyage is the classic trip to the moon but made
with extraordinary vision for how rockets would really work. Even
Werner von Braun, famous for leading the the Apollo mission,
praised Tsiolkovski’s calculations. But it is on screen that counts,
and Cosmic Journey is way ahead of its contemporaries Flash
Gordon serials with its special effects and the great Metropolis
with its vision of the future. A must see.
Silent with accompaniment by John Sweeney
and Jeff Davenport.

enigma cinema

The will to survive is an odd phenomenon. Roney, if we found out our own
world was doomed, say by climatic changes, what would we do about it?

Professor Bernard Quatermass QUATERMASS AND THE PIT

NEWSREELS

THINGS TO COME
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Based on H G Wells’s science fiction ‘prediction’, The Shape of
Things to Come, war in 1940 is followed by a plague before the
scientists arrive in their new flying machines to save a brutal
feudal society from itself. Vincent Korda was given the task of
designing sets that would move from contemporary (1930s)
town-scapes to the rubble of the destroyed civilisation to the
futuristic city and rockets to the moon. It still impresses.
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The Enigma Cinema takes you back to the second world war and the
post war years, with a fascinating rolling programme of the finest
and most interesting examples of the newsreels of the time.
Presented in the wonderful setting of this compact cinema, these
newsreels are a rare glimpse of what life was like for those living
with the ominous presence of war, and later with the real threat of
nuclear destruction.

DIRECTOR William Cameron Menzies
STARRING Ralph Richardson, Raymond Massey
UK 1936 • 100 MINS • U

QUATERMASS
AND THE PIT

DIRECTOR Roy Ward Baker
STARRING Andrew Keir, James Donald, Barbara Shelley
DIRECTOR Rudolph Cartier
STARRING Peter Cushing, Yvonne Mitchell
UK 1954 • 120 MINS • 12

This production, in our opinion, is the best adaptation of the classic
book. An amazing BBC TV production broadcast in 1954, it was a live
production and whilst the story is already very dark, the treatment
of Smith at the end was not glossed over – daring given the time
it was made. Cushing is perfect as Smith and a young Donald
Pleasance plays Syme brilliantly – most memorably describing how
beautiful destroying the language of the old world is.

GB 1967 • 97 MINS • 15

Building a new underground line through London, work comes
to halt when a skeleton is discovered. Excavation uncovers what
appears to be a missile left over from the War, but it is soon clear
this is no earth product, or if it is, it is top secret. Enter UK research
scientist Quatermass who recognises it as a ship from another
planet. Despite appearances that the ship is a relic, it soon starts
to exert control over the people who come close. A pinnacle of
Hammer filmmaking, mixing horror and science and building to one
of the finest showdowns between good and evil ever put on screen.

- CIVILIAN’S SURVIVAL GUIDE Following the wave of strange sightings and unexplained
happenings over the past week, the Government has
declared a state of emergency. All civilians are required
to remain on our secured base until further notice
and to undergo the decontamination and re-education
procedures – FOR YOUR OWN SAFETY.

You will be safe in Station X.
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WELCOME TO

STATION X
The programme’s title Sci‑Fi: Days of Fear and Wonder beautifully
sums up the power of science fiction narratives to envelop our fears
and inspire our visions for the future. The inspiration for Station X
programme is the highly resonant war-time history of Bletchley Park
and the development of computing technology. As you walk about the
site, there is a strange juxtaposition between the Victorian Mansion
set in beautiful grounds and 1940s buildings you begin to imagine the
venue as a secret and scientific investigative facility and the films
encoded messages for the audience to decipher.
There is a huge array of films from early Méliès to the brand new
features: MONSTERS DARK CONTINENT & THE SEARCH FOR SIMON
programmed with Sci-Fi London. The programme presents British
science fiction film titles from the post WW2 period when atomic
energy and nuclear science caused high anxiety to bubble up into
the science fiction consciousness. Two British titles restored by the
BFI amply demonstrate the fears of the time: X THE UNKNOWN, about
a radioactive mud like creature terrorising a Scottish village and
THE DAY EARTH CAUGHT FIRE showing imminent disaster as the earth
is knocked off its axis by a massive nuclear explosion.
We are delighted to have a special screening of silent Soviet Sci-Fi
COSMIC VOYAGE (1935) accompanied by the accomplished John
Sweeney and Jeff Davenport. Scientist Tsiolkovski became consultant
on the film insisting on key scientific accuracy in the film’s depiction
of space travel.
It is your chance to immerse yourself in science fiction film – to
time travel across a century of Sci-Fi, to explore unknown films, to
boldly step into the future…
Once Britain’s Best Kept Secret, today Bletchley Park, Home of the
Codebreakers, is a heritage site and vibrant tourist attraction. Visitors can
explore and experience the top secret world of iconic WW2 Codebreaking
Huts and Blocks set within the atmospheric Victorian estate nestled in a
microcosm of Buckinghamshire countryside. Discover the secret world.
The National Museum of Computing (TNMOC), located at Bletchley Park, is an
independent charity housing Europe’s largest collection of functional historic
computers, including a rebuilt Colossus, the world’s first electronic computer.
The Projected Picture Trust (PPT) runs the 1040”s Enigma Cinema. Their
aim is to locate, preserve, renovate and exhibit the equipment and data,
past and present, of still and moving images.

KEY

STATION X

SCREENING ROOMS:

1 - TELEPRINTER HALL

2.15 High Treason
4.15 The Day the Earth
Caught Fire
6.00 Monsters Dark Continent
8.50 Cosmic Voyage

2 - ENIGMA CINEMA
2.00
4.15
6.30
8.45

Newsreels
Things to Come
1984
Quartermass and the Pit

2.00
4.15
6.15
8.00

Dr Strangelove
Thunderbirds are Go
War of the Worlds
The Search for Simon

3 - HUT 12

R
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4 - MUSEUM OF COMPUTING

3.30 Forbidden Planet
5.30 Colossus: The Forbin Project
7.30 X - The Unknown

5 - CRASH SITE

Restricted access

UNDER QUARANTINE

4:00 Shorts & Info Programme
8:30 Secret Screening

BASE FACILITIES:
A - ENTRY CHECKPOINT General Admissions for all
Civillians. Decontamination
Procedures.

B - HUTS 3 & 6 -

Bletchley park code breaking
exhibition huts.

C - MUSEUM OF
COMPUTING -

Codebreaking Facilities, Colossus
and The Witch Supercomputers.

D - THE MANSION
HOUSE
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Across the gulf of space on the planet Mars, intellects vast and
cool and unsympathetic regarded our Earth with envious eyes, and
slowly and surely joined their plans against us.
WAR OF THE WORLDS

DR STRANGELOVE

THUNDERBIRDS ARE GO

DIRECTOR Stanley Kubrick
STARRING Peter Sellers, George C Scott,

DIRECTOR David Lane
UK 1966 • 90 MINS • U

GB 1963 • 94 MINS • PG
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WAR OF THE WORLDS

DIRECTOR Byron Haskin
STARRING Gene Barry, Ann Robinson, Les Tremayne
USA 1953 • 85 MINS • PG

H G Wells was one of the founders of the science fiction novel and
created great source material for filmmakers: his tale of the Martin
invasion of Earth, a warning of perils beyond our imagination, was
adapted for radio by the young Orson Welles in 1938, becoming
an overnight sensation. Byron Haskin’s 1953 production features
wonderful special effects that, pound for pound, have not been
excelled. The images of Martian craft destroying all in their path
remain startling and monstrous for their cold clinical destruction.
While Martians now seem fanciful, Well’s final coup presents us with
a real enemy that we ignore at our peril.

+ WALLACE AND GROMIT’S

A GRAND DAY OUT
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Kubrick set out to make a serious film on the nuclear threat but
soon realised it wasn’t possible. The result shows what a great
director of comedy he could have been. When General Jack D
Ripper launches a nuclear attack on the Soviet Union, President
Muffley is left with some difficult decisions. Can Major ‘King’ Kong
get through and bomb his target or, with the aid of American
strategists, can Russian pilots bring him down? And who is the
mysterious Dr Strangelove. Peter Sellers performs extravagantly
in three roles, more than ably supported by an excellent cast.

Following the great success of the TV series, Gerry Anderson
(always a frustrated feature film director) took International
Rescue to the big screen. When Zero X, a manned mission to
Mars, returns to Earth it suffers a mechanical failure on re-entry.
Thunderbirds are Go with only the Tracey family and their
fantastic machines equipped to save the astronauts.
Increasingly popular from generation to generation.
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Sterling Hayden, Slim Pickens

THE SEARCH
FOR SIMON

DIRECTOR Martin Gooch
STARRING Carol Cleveland, Lucy Clements, Simon Jones

UK 2013 • 96 MINS • PG

The Search for Simon follows the story of David, a 39 year old man
looking for his long lost brother, Simon, who at the age of seven
disappeared from the face of the earth, and was never seen again.
When David isn’t searching for Simon, he’s looking for UFOs.
A new British scifi film with references to Doctor Who, Douglas
Adams, Monty Python and more, blending science fiction, drama
and comedy in a charmingly off-beat manner. “X-Files meets
Shaun of the Dead”

museum of computing
Another one of them new worlds. No beer, no women,
no pool parlors, nothin’. Nothin’ to do but throw rocks
at tin cans, and we gotta bring our own tin cans. COOKIE

FORBIDDEN PLANET

FORBIDDEN PLANET

DIRECTOR Fred M. Wilcox
STARRING Walter Pidgeon, Anne Francis, Leslie Nielsen
USA 1956 • 98 MINS • U
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COLOSSUS:
THE FORBIN PROJECT

Director Joseph Sargent

STARRING Eric Braeden, Susan Clark, Gordon Pinsent
USA 1970 • 100 MINS • 12A

Dr Charles Forbin is a computer designer and has supervised the
building of Colossus, protected inside a mountain, to run America’s
nuclear defences. It soon detects its Russian counterpart,
Guardian, and they link up and quickly take control of the world.
While Forbin and colleagues try to re-take control, Colossus and
Guardian are one step ahead and planning what is best for the
world. Clinical in its script, impeccably paced, it seems even more
realistic today than it did in 1970.
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The crew of the star cruiser C-57D journeys to the distant planet
of Altair-4 to discover just two survivors of a colony posted there:
Professor Edward Morbius and his beautiful daughter, Altaira. With
the aid of Robby the Robot they have transformed Altair-4 into
a paradise. But while Morbius has explored the remnants of the
long-dead Krell civilisation, he also harbours a dark secret. Soon
monsters seem to be abroad… Loosely based on Shakespeare’s
The Tempest, Forbidden Planet is one of the all-time great
science fiction films.

X: THE UNKNOWN

DIRECTORS Joseph Losey and Leslie Norman
STARRING Dean Jagger, Edward Chapman,

Leo McKern, Anthony Newley

GB 1956 • 80 MINS • CFT PG

After the atomic bombs of 1945 and nuclear testing following,
radioactivity became the great source of danger and mutation.
In this early Hammer horror, a group of soldiers on exercise in
Scotland come across a gravel pit that is highly radioactive. Whle
investigations start, people start to die. A US researcher theorises
that it may be a monster under the earth that is feeding off
the radioactivity.

September‑December 2014
12 consecutive, weekly special events at MK Gallery.
Barberella, musicians, DJs, artists, filmmakers, workshop leaders and science lecturers.
12 special weekly events at MK Gallery to follow Station X, begins with screening of
Mirage Men with talk from writer and producer Mark Pilkington
Funded by BFI
DON’T PANIC! season is part of Friday Night Films Independent Cinema MK
in association with MK Gallery.

A pop up cinema offering an alternative film experience.
Enjoy new releases, cult classics, special events, screen talks
and curated film seasons – £5 (£3 concs.).

www.mkgallery.org/events/friday_night_films
MK Gallery
900 Midsummer Blvd Milton Keynes MK9 3QAT
+44 (0)1908 676 900

THANK YOU
TO OUR SPONSORS

Thanks to...
STATION X
LOUIS SAVY SCI-FI LONDON PROGRAMMER CHRISTIAN MOCK HEAD OF ART TEAM
LUKE HARCOURT, ADAM PANG ART DEPT. PAUL GAVIN LIGHTING JUSTIN BEARDSELL / MENOTV CRASH INSTALLATION
MARK HORNSBY SOUND CLAIRE URWIN BLETCHLEY PARK EVENTS MANAGER ELISA MCCARTHY BLETCHLEY PARK MARKETING
LIN JONES THE NATIONAL MUSEUM OF COMPUTING ANDREW ARMES CHAIR OF ICMK TRUSTEES
URSULA WHITE DIRECTOR (DON’T PANIC, ICMK)
CAMBRIDGE FILM TRUST PRODUCTION TEAM
JOE DELANEY, JONATHAN CARPENTER, ROGER SMITH, JACK TOYE.
OWEN BAKER, KAYLEIGH BARNES, BILL LAWRENCE MARKETING
SARAH BEMAND & MARGARET PR PR
DAN TAYLOR DESIGN
ALEX THOMPSON, CATHERINE SMITH OPERATIONS AND FRONT OF HOUSE
THANK YOU TO ALL THE STAFF AND VOLUNTEERS AT BLETCHLEY PARK, PROJECTED PICTURE TRUST
AND THE NATIONAL MUSEUM OF COMPUTING AND ICMK TRUSTEES.
THANK YOU TO IMPACT PRODUCTION SERVICES.
THANK YOU TO OUR EXHIBITION PARTNERS AND TO ALL STAFF AT BFI FILM HUB CENTRAL EAST,
FILM AUDIENCE NETWORK, AND INTO FILM.
TO OUR VOLUNTEERS, THANK YOU FOR YOUR DEDICATION AND AND YOUR TIME, WITHOUT YOU THIS PROJECT
WOULD NOT HAVE BEEN POSSIBLE...

A BIG THANK YOU TO OUR FUNDERS AND SUPPORTERS AT BFI AND 02 .

You are now leaving Station X
and returning to the
‘normal’ world...
There is every cause for alarm…
Remain calm…
Do not Pani...

